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CLAIMS 

What is Claimed Is: 

1 y / . 1. A method of recording compatibility inprmation on a recording medium, 
Z/j conmrising: i 

3T I providing a physical format information z|ne having a reserved zone; and 

4 " ' recording extended part version information m the reserved zone of the physical 

5 format information zone, said recording of the extended part version information comprising 

6 recording a detailed extended part version comprising a primary digit in the reserved zone. 

8 2. The method of claim 1, wherein the/recording of the extended part version 

ffi information further comprises recording a latelt part version having recording compatibility 
1 with a recording/reproducing apparatus of a Jven specification level in the reserved zone. 

f 

y 3. The method of claim 2, wherein me recording of the extended part version 

2j information further comprises recording a latest part version having reproducing compatibility 

1=^ with the recording/reproducing apparatus in the reserved zone. 

€ 4. The method of claim 3, wherein the recording of the latest part version having 

£ recording compatibility with the recordiijg/reproducing apparatus, and the recording of the 

3 latest part version having reproducing ccmipatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus, 

4 each further comprise recording a primafy digit in the reserved zone. 

1 5. The method of claim 4, whe/ein the recording of the detailed extended part version, 

2 the recording of the latest part version naving recording compatibility with the 

3 recording/reproducing apparatus, and me recording of the latest part version having 

4 reproducing compatibility with the repording/reproducing apparatus each further comprise 

5 recording a first sub-digit immediate^ after the first decimal place. 
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1 6. The method of claim 5, further comprising recording said primary digit, and said 

2 first sub-digit in the form of n.x. 

1 7. The method of claim 6, wherein n represents a specification change, and x 

2 represents a specification change having no compatibility with the recording/reproduci^ 

3 apparatus. 
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8. The method of claim 7, further comprising recording non-extended part version 
information in an unreserved zone of the physical format information zone, wherein said 
non-extended part version information indicates that the extended part version information is 
recorded in a different location. 



9. A recording medium comprising: 

a physical format information zone having a reserved zone; 

extended part version information in the reserved zone of /aid physical format 
information zone, said extended part version comprising a detajled extended part version 
comprising a primary digit. 
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10. The recording medium of claim 9, wherein said extended part version information 
further comprises a latest part version having recordin/ compatibility with a 
recording/reproducing apparatus of a given specificaiion level. 



11. The recording medium of claim 10.ywherein said extended part version information 
further comprises a latest part version having^eproducing compatibility with the 
recording/reproducing apparatus. 



1 12. The recording medium of ilaim 11, wherein said latest part version having 

2 recording compatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus, and said latest part version 
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3 having reproducing compatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus each further 

4 comprise a primary digit. 

1 13. The recording medium of claim 12, wherein said detailed extended part version,^ 

2 said latest part version having recording compatibility with the recording/reproducing 

3 apparatus, and said latest part version having reproducing compatibility with the 

4 recording/reproducing apparatus each further comprise a first sub-digit. 



1 14. The recording medium of claim 13, wherein said primary digit 

2 digit are in the format n.x. 



1_ 
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said first sub- 



15. The recording medium of claim 14, wherein n represents af specification change, 
and X represents a specification change having no compatibility wit|/the recording/reproducing 
apparatus. 

16. The recording medium of claim 15, wherein saiff reserved zone is 6 bytes in size, 
and said detailed extended part version, said latest part version having recording compatibility 
with the recording/reproducing apparatus, and said latest part version having reproducing 
compatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus, are each 2 bytes in size. 




17. The recording medium of claim 16^herein said primary digit and said first sub- 
2 digit are each 4 bits in size. 



1 18. The recording medium of clafai 17, wherein said physical format information zone 

2 further comprises an unreserved part version zone 4 bits in size, wherein said unreserved part 

3 version zone is located at a byte po&ftion 0 of said physical format information zone, and said 

4 reserved zone of said physical format information zone is located at a byte position 17 through 

5 a byte position 22 of said physical format information zone. 
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1 19. The recording medium of claim 18, wherein said detailed extended part version is 

2 located at said byte position 17 through a byte position 18 of said physical format information 

3 zone, said latest part version having recording compatibility with the recording/reproducing^ 

4 apparatus is located at a byte position 19 through a byte position 20 of said physical formay 

5 information zone, and said latest part version having reproducing compatibility with they 

6 recording/reproducing apparatus is located at a byte position 21 through said byte posijnon 22 

7 of said physical format information zone. 

1 20. The recording medium of claim 19, wherein said primary digit is bleated at a bit 4 

2 through a bit 7 of said byte positions 17 through 22 of said physical format information zone, 

3 and said first sub-digit is located at a bit 0 through a bit 3 of byte position/ 17 through 22 of 

4 said physical format information zone. 
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21. The recording medium of claim 20, wherein the recordjng medium is a digital 
versatile disc (DVD). 




22. A method of determining compatibility between /recording medium and a 
recording/reproducing apparatus, comprising: 

installing said recording medium in said recording/reproducing apparatus; 

comparing a base part version of the recording^eproducing apparatus with a detailed 
extended part version stored in a reserved zone of a^physical format information zone of said 
recording medium; and 

determining recording compatibility base& upon said step of comparing said base part 
version with said detailed extended part versipn, 
wherein said detailed extended part versioims recorded in the form of n.x. 



1 23. A method of determining compatibility between a reproducing medium and a 

2 recording/reproducing apparatus, cofhprismg: 

3 installing said reproducing^edium in said recording/reproducing apparatus; 
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4 comparing a base part version of the recording/reproducing apparatus with a detailed 

5 extended part version stored in a reserved zone of a physical format information zone of saidy 

6 reproducing medium; and 

7 determining reproducing compatibility based upon said step of comparing said ba^i^ part 

8 version with said detailed extended part version 

9 wherein said detailed extended part version is recorded in the form of n.x. 
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24. The method of claim 22, wherein said comparing of said base part wsion with 
said detailed extended part version further comprises comparing said base partf version with a 
latest part version having recording compatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus 
stored in said reserved zone. 

25. The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

comparing said base part version with a latest part version giving reproducing 
compatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus stored inlaid reserved zone; and 




determining a reproducing compatibility between the recording medium and the 
recording/reproducing apparatus based upon said step of comparing said base part version with 
said latest part version having reproducing compatibility ^ith the recording/reproducing 
apparatus. 



¥ 26. The method of claim 25, wherein said Reserved zone is 6 bytes in size, and said 

2 latest part version having recording compatibility with the recording/reproducing apparatus, 

3 and said latest part version having reproducin/ compatibility with the recording/reproducing 

4 apparatus are each in the form of n.x, wherein n represents a specification change, and x 

5 represents a specification change having fo compatibility with the recording/reproducing 

6 apparatus. 



1 27. The method of clahn 26, wherein said reserved zone is located at a byte position 

2 17 through a byte position 22 of/aid recording medium. 
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1 28. The method of claim 25, wherein if the determining of the recording compatibility 

2 indicates that there is recording compatibility, then recording is permitted, and if the 

3 determining of the recording compatibility indicates that there is not recording compatibility, y 

4 then recording is prohibited; / 

5 and if the determining of the reproducing compatibility indicates that there is / 

6 reproducing compatibility, then the reproducing is permitted, and if the determining ofyme 

7 reproducing compatibility indicates that there is not reproducing compatibility, then / 

8 reproducing is prohibited. / 

1 29. A recording/reproducing apparatus, comprising: / 

2, a control unit to record extended part version information in a rese^ed zone of a 

® physical format information zone of a recording medium, and / 

|l a reading unit to read the extended part version information foom the recording 

5: medium, wherein the extended part version information in the res^ved zone comprises a 

8S primary digit. / 

% 30. The recordmg/reproducing apparatus of claim^9, wherein the extended part 

W version information comprises a detailed extended pad^ersion. 

^ 31. The recording/reproducing apparatus^f claun 30, wherein the extended part 

4 version information further comprises a latest .^rt version having recording compatibility with 

5 the recording/reproducing apparatus in the reserved zone. 

1 32. The recording/reproducin^apparatus of claim 31, wherein the extended part 

2 version comprises a latest part versi^ having reproducing compatibility with the 

3 recording/reproducing apparatus./ 
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1 33. The recording/reproducing apparatus of claim 32, wherein the extended part 

2 version information in the reserved zone comprises a first sub-digit immediately after said 

3 primary digit. 



1 34. The recording/reproducing apparatus of claim 33, wherein the control^eans 

2 records said primary digit, and said first sub-digit in the form n.x. 

1 35. The recording/reproducing apparatus of claim 34, wherein i^epresents a 

2 specification change, and x represents a specification change having np compatibility with the 

3 recording/reproducing apparatus. 



4^ 36. The recording/reproducing apparatus of claim 3^ wherein said detailed extended 

S part version fiirther comprises a latest part version having4ecording compatibility, and the 

ll comparing unit compares said base part version with^aid detailed extended part version by 

7; comparing said base part version with the latest p^t version having recording compatibility 

18 with the recording/reproducing apparatus storedon said reserved zone. 
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